
2026 Maywood Prairie Walk Locations 
 
Peschke Prairie – Tour 9am-11am 
N6666 LaFerme Road, Plymouth 
The best time to plant a tree or prairie is 30 years ago, the second-best time is today. This is a different type of 
garden/prairie walk. I think of this as my residential botany project. It started as a farm field, 30 years ago, with 
alfalfa and thousands of weeds seed in the upper layers of soil. I prepared by using Round Up three times and 
frequent mowing but still got alfalfa and weeds for the first few years. I used a Hudson sprayer and white paint 
to mark my areas and mixed the seeds like spices in a pile of sawdust on a tarp, transferred them into 5-gallon 
buckets and then sowed the seed left, right, up, down and diagonal both ways.  Each seed mix was chosen to 
give a continual bloom of different colors throughout the summer with the taller grasses and forbs in the center 
and the lower grasses and forbs on the edges. Many forbs stayed where planted and others moved into 
adjoining areas. Initially we would burn one third of the prairie every third year. Later as my trees grew it 
became difficult to continue burning even though back burns would stop at the lawn and areas cut around trees 
etc. before burning. Every year areas M and G were cut to make a toboggan run in the winter. Often, I would cut 
a maze in the summer for the kids to run through.  Otherwise, I did very little maintenance. A variety of zone 4 
and 5 trees were started as bare root plants, many of which did not survive due to some harsh winters. Some of 
the trees have spread and other tree seeds have moved in, I assume spread by birds, and have grown because I 
have quit burning. Walnut trees were placed near the edge as they can inhibit other growth. Sugar maples were 
placed in a row, going down the hill, along the road, for a future owner to tap for syrup.  
I would encourage others to figure out which seed mixes of grasses and forbs suit them. Not everything grew 
well and some flowers took years to show up but once established, continue to come back. One year I gave 
hundreds of Black-eyed Susans to a theater production not realizing that they were not perennial but rather 
would self-seed to perpetuate. My Q area was “No Mow Fescue” but it failed the first time and needed slit 
seeding to establish, only to allow Kentucky Blue to overgrow in addition to crab grass and weeds which still 
needed to be mown. Area N is a septic mix which doesn’t send deep roots to clog the system. Area S for shade 
has the best flowers in spring. Area E, prairie dropseed, never grew perhaps because I used herbicide after 
planting, to control for alfalfa in that area.  Conifers were places to the north and west to protect the house 
from winter and wind but are risky for burning nearby. Deciduous trees were placed to the south for summer 
shade. Trees which gave acorns and debris were placed far from the house and those with berries were placed 
near the bird feeders. A neighbor has prickly ash and poplars which continue to invade and need control 
measures.  
I have been pleased to watch the prairie evolve over the years. Unlike a lawn, the prairie changes daily and 
yearly. The flowers come and go depending on conditions and seasons and it stays green in the summer without 
watering. Flowers are better after burning and mowing but continue to be present, to support the environment, 
birds, butterflies, wildlife and my family.  
 
Maywood Prairie – Guided Tours 1-3 pm 
Maywood’s 21-acre prairie was hand seeded by many volunteers in 1984 and is well established. Prior to 
becoming a prairie, the area was manicured lawn for the May home, and it was used for agriculture under 
Martin Juckem before that. This mesic prairie contains over 50 different species and is maintained with 
controlled burns every 3 years. The prairie overlook, a project funded by the Rotary Foundation of Sheboygan, 
offers a beautiful view of Big Bluestem Grass (Andropogon gerardii), Cup Plant (Silphium perfoliatum), White 
False Indigo (Baptisia alba), Prairie Dock (Silphium terebinthinaceum), Compass Plant (Silphium laciniatum), 

Spiderwort (Tradescantia occidentalis), and many more native plant species. Prairies are one of the rarest and 
most biodiverse ecosystems in the world and development of this rich prairie habitat has resulted in a 
significant increase in bird sightings and other wildlife over the years.  

 
Community Partner Tables & Displays at Maywood 11am-3pm 
Lakeshore Natural Resources Partnership 
Van der Brohe Arboretum 
 

 
 



Guest Speaker 
Noon at Maywood in the Pavilion 

Shannon Davis-Foust 
President & Education Chair of Wild Ones Fox Valley Area Chapter 

Shannon has her Ph.D. in Biological Sciences from UW-Milwaukee and has widespread interests in native and 
invasive species, habitat restoration, and reconnecting people with nature.  She presently teaches courses at 
UW Oshkosh in Biology and Environmental Studies, is an Affiliate of the Sustainability Institute of Regional 
Transformations organizing outreach events on environmental topics, and advises the Student Environmental 
Action Coalition and Sustainable Beekeeping Club. Shannon has been serving on the Wild Ones Fox Valley Area 
Board since 2010. 

Event Schedule 

9-11am Tour the Peschke Prairie in Plymouth 

11:30 am-2:30 pm – Food Trucks at Maywood: Frost Bite and Nina’s Pita Hut 

Noon – Guest speaker  Shannon David-Foust at Maywood 

1-3pm at Maywood: Guided prairie tours, crafts, activities, musical 

entertainment with Jon Doll, monarch caterpillar viewing, community partner 

booths 


