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Maywood’s role in the global carbon cycle
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Maywood is inextricably linked to the Earth’s carbon cycle
because the park consists primarily of natural ecosystems
composed of species that conduct the process of photosynthesis
(e.g., plants and algae). However, since the dawn of the Industrial
Revolution and most notably in the last half-century, the global
carbon cycle has been enhanced due to humans combusting fossil
fuels (e.g., coal, oil, gasoline, natural gas) and increasing the
atmospheric concentration of carbon dioxide or CO2 (Figure 1).
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In terms of human timescales, the CO2 emitted by the burning
of fossil fuels (along with cement manufacturing and other activities) remain “forever,”
due to the longevity and stability of CO2 within the atmosphere and oceans. There is no
photochemical destruction of CO2 in the atmosphere like there is for other greenhouse
gases such as methane, which requires continuous emissions to maintain atmospheric
concentrations. Unfortunately, this rapid, human-controlled spike in CO2 will have major
implications on the Earth System, resulting in a radiation imbalance from the Enhanced
Greenhouse Effect and it will noticeably alter the global climate for centuries to millennia.
Figure 1. The global monthly average CO2 in
the Earth’s atmosphere at sea level from 1980
through July 2022. The red line incorporates
seasonal data, and the underlying black line
shows the average concentration within that
year. (Data from NOAA: https://gml.noaa.gov/
ccgg/trends/global.html)

So how do the photosynthetic species at
Maywood and elsewhere relate to the global
carbon cycle? For CO2 to be pulled out of the
atmosphere, it can either dissolve in water (most likely an ocean) or it can be converted
through photosynthesis in plants and algae into wood and other organic matter.
The CO2 dissolving in the oceans soon comes into equilibrium with the atmosphere, so
the oceans cannot solve our excess CO2 challenge. Similarly, the conversion in plants is
not permanent as the carbon can, and in fact does, come back again as CO2 via respiration,
decomposition, or when the organic matter is burned. However, maintaining and increasing
greenspaces (i.e., photosynthetically active habitats) that are not cleared or burned can
accrue or sequester that organic carbon in the short term.
Maywood’s maple forest and the demonstration prairie which both accumulate aboveground (wood in the forest) and below-ground (the enormous root systems of prairie plants)
organic carbon are examples of habitats sequestering that carbon. While the long-term
solution to stemming human-induced climate change and global warming necessitates a
significant and drastic reduction in combusting fossil fuels, supporting and protecting all
greenspaces is also essential.
“Global warming isn’t a prediction. It is happening.” – James Hansen
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Our Mission

To foster environmental stewardship
through educational and outdoor experiences
that connect our community with the natural world.

Join us Oct. 27 for the Maywood Benefit Banquet
Save the date for Maywood’s benefit banquet Thursday, October 27 at
Pine Hills Country Club in Sheboygan. After a 2-year wait, we are pleased
to welcome our speaker, Wisconsin author John Bates. John is the author of
ten books and a contributor to seven others, all of which focus on the natural
history of Wisconsin’s Northwoods. His speech will be based on his book,
Our Living Ancestors: The History and Ecology of Old-growth Forests in
Wisconsin and Where to Find Them.
John has worked as a naturalist in Wisconsin’s Northwoods for 32 years,
leading an array of trips and giving talks designed to help people understand
the remarkable diversity and beauty of nature, and our place within it. He
has served on the Board of Trustees for the Wisconsin Nature Conservancy,
River Alliance of Wisconsin, and the Wisconsin Humanities Council, and he
currently serves on the Board of the Northwoods Land Trust. John has an MS
degree in Environmental Sciences from the University of Wisconsin-Green
Bay. John and his wife, fiber artist Mary Burns, live on the Manitowish River
in Iron County, Wisconsin, where they raised two daughters.
The event begins at 5 p.m. with a social hour with a cash bar and silent
auction. Dinner will be served at 6 p.m., and the program will follow at 7 p.m.
For more information, call Maywood at 920-459-3906.
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John Bates, author of Our Living Ancestors: The History and Ecology of Oldgrowth Forests in Wisconsin and Where
to Find Them, will speak at the Maywood
benefit banquet October 27.
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Maple Forest restoration continues with Adopt-A-Habitat

Corporate volunteers give hundreds of hours to Maywood

One of my favorite hikes at Maywood growing up was
the Maple Forest Loop. The seasonal changes allowed for a
new experience every time and the view from the overlook is
breathtaking. Over the decades, all of the ecosystems here at
Maywood have been created, maintained, changed, restored,
and monitored so we can keep connecting our community with
the natural world.
Over the past few years, the Maple Forest displayed signs
that it needed some help. The lack of diversity in size class of
the trees, the overtaking of invasive species, and degradation
of the forest floor all contributed to a failing system.
Restoration of the Maple Forest began in 2015 with a thinning of the forest to allow for better competition among the
trees and eventually a better diversity in size class. Trees were
also marked by Lakeland University students and continue to
be monitored to this day.
Invasive species is one of the biggest challenges, not only in
the Maple Forest but throughout the entire park. As part of the
Maple Forest restoration, Volunteer Coordinator Barb Sorcic
created and implemented Adopt-a-Habitat, a program to help
combat invasive species while also deepening the connection
between our volunteers and the park.
This pilot year of Adopt-a-Habitat has twelve volunteer
groups comprising individuals, families, and friends who
started work in a designated section of the forest, identified by
their group name, in late April. To date, the volunteers have put
in a total of 83 hours pulling invasive plants, helping with trail
Maywood photo
restoration, identifying plants, and educating the public about
The
entrance
to
Maywood’s
Maple
Forest.
their work and providing general information about Maywood.
Since Adopt-a-Habitat was implemented, Maywood staff has
seen an increase in the variety of plants and animals in the Ma- restoration and signage updates for the trailheads. The Property
ple Forest including false Solomon’s seal, Robert’s geranium,
Stewardship Committee is in the planning process for a full
and nodding trillium. One volunteer found herself working near Maple Forest Overlook renovation in the near future as well.
a newborn fawn. Our hope is to see the return of more blood
Next time you stop out to Maywood, swing by the Maple
root, Jack-in-the-pulpit, and other woodland native plants.
Forest and enjoy all it has to offer.
The Maple Forest restoration does not stop there. Early
this fall, Ben Rennigetter (Troop #831) will be completing
By Samantha Lammers and Barb Sorcic
his Eagle Scout project in the Maple Forest working on trail

Maywood is fortunate to have many dedicated individuals and scouting groups who volunteer their time and talents. But did you know we
also have generous corporate volunteers as well? Over the years, Kohler
Company has provided the people power to tackle some larger projects
at Maywood. Recently, 41 employees of the Kohler Accounting Department worked a large section of the property south of the Ecology Center
pulling dame’s rocket. They provided over 100 hours of volunteer time
that day. Another great corporate group volunteering at Maywood is
Muth Manufacturing. As part of its corporate wellness program, Muth
encourages its employees to volunteer in the community. We are grateful for the hours of service they have provided to Maywood over the
past two years. We will be looking for volunteers to do outdoor work
this fall. If you or your company is interested in volunteering at Maywood, contact me at barb.sorcic@sheboyganwi.gov or at 920-459-3906.

Remembering Earth Ride supporter Jeff Meyer

Maywood photo

This year, all of us at Maywood remember Jeff Meyer, a long-time Earth Ride and
Earth Miles 4 Maywood participant, who passed away earlier this year. Jeff began
participating in the 2004 Earth Ride in memory of his son Luke. He participated
continually through 2021 and raised over $70,000 to support Maywood through his
fundraising efforts. We are grateful for Jeff’s many years of participation, and our
thoughts continue to be with his family.
By Angela Doell
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The Kohler Co. accounting department recently cleared
invasive dame’s rocket from a large area south of the
Ecology Center.

Give kids a love of the outdoors with Y-Koda Nature School
Y-Koda Nature School (YKNS) at Maywood is pleased to be entering its fifth year. What once was
but an idea has transformed into a fully functioning school with both a morning and afternoon session,
established outdoor play area, and childcare option on-site. Similar to past years, students can expect
to be outside most of each day, learning and growing alongside Mother Nature.
Research indicates the importance of play in early childhood, and educators at YKNS have
prioritized facilitating such learning experiences to take place rain or shine. It has been a staff goal to
continue learning cutting-edge practices in nature-based education and implementing the new concepts
in the coming year. Early childhood education is paramount for building a good foundation for young
people, and bringing them into the great outdoors at Maywood surely solidifies a love and appreciation
for nature.
By Willa Leannah

Photo provided by Camp Y-Koda

Earth Miles 4 Maywood: virtual challenge and in-person events
This September, the Earth Miles 4 Maywood fundraiser returns for its
third year with a few new options. Proceeds from this event support the
programs and park improvement projects at Maywood.
In the month-long virtual challenge, participants choose a mileage
goal and use a variety of silent sports activities to reach that goal. It
offers flexibility to work around your schedule and the weather – plus
you can participate from anywhere in the world!
On September 17, we will offer two in-person activities at Maywood.
The Eco Scavenger Hunt is a self-paced hike/walk that will have you
following clues to find hidden words in all of our ecosystems. Participate
on your own or as a couple, family, or small group (maximum of 6).
The Eco Challenge Course will feature nature-themed challenges to
complete with a team of four people. The course will include physical
challenges, nature puzzles, and outdoor skills.
Registration for all events continues into September. Find registration
materials or an online registration link at gomaywood.org/events/earthmiles-4-maywood.
By Angela Doell
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Maywood Fall Calendar
For program info, visit GoMaywood.org, the front desk, or call 920-459-3906.
The Ecology Center will be closed Monday, Sept. 5 and Thursday, Nov. 24.
Park and trails will still be open 6 am to 10 pm daily.
September
OWLS (Older Wiser Livelier Scholars), 10 am-Noon. Free, donations appreciated. Sept. 2,
16, 23, and 30 at Maywood. Sept. 9, special program at Amsterdam Dunes.
3 Scoping the Skies, 8-10 pm. Free, drop-in.
6, 13, 20, and 27 Advanced Watercolor Series. Design a sketch from a photo, then
complete a watercolor painting. Students must know watercolor painting fundamentals.
$110/person, payable to the instructor.
7 Yoga Basics at Maywood, 5:15-6:15 pm. Cost: $10. Register by Aug. 31.
9 Harvest Moon Evening Hike, 6:30 pm. Suggested Donation: $5.
12 iRest® Yoga Nidra Meditation, 5:15-6:15 pm. (Part of a series, other session are Oct. 10
and Nov. 14.) $12/class, $30/series. Drop-ins as space permits. Register by Aug. 30.
14 Nature at Noon, Noon-1 pm. Free, donations appreciated. Pre-registration required.
14 Yoga for Tension, 5:15-6:15 pm. Cost: $12. Register by August 31.
19 Bur Oak Hike, 5 pm. $5 members/$10 non-members. Pre-registration required.
22 Fall Equinox Forest Bathing, 5-6 pm. $5 member/$10 non-member. Registration required.
24 Burr Oak Hike, 9 am. $5 members/$10 non-members. Pre-registration required
October
OWLS (Older Wiser Livelier Scholars), 10 am-Noon. Free, donations appreciated. Oct. 14
and 28 at Maywood. Oct. 21, special program at Fischer Creek State Recreation Area.
Yoga at Maywood, Fall Session #1 Oct. 5, 12, 19, and 26. 5:15-6:15 pm. Cost $48. Register
by Sept. 26. Note: Fall Session #2 Nov. 2, 9, 16, and 30. Cost $48. Register by Oct. 24.
Register for both sessions by Sept. 26 for $80 (save $16).
1 Scoping the Skies, 8-10 pm. Free, drop-in.
2 Bur Oak Hike, 8 am. $5 members/$10 non-members. Pre-registration required.
10 iRest® Yoga Nidra Meditation, 5:15-6:15 pm. (Part of a series, other session are Sept. 12
and Nov. 14.) $12/class, $30/series. Drop-ins as space permits. Register by Aug. 30.
12 Bur Oak Hike, 1:30 pm. $5 members/$10 non-members. Pre-registration required.
12 Nature at Noon, Noon-1 pm. Free, donations appreciated. Pre-registration required.
13 Forest Bathing, 5:30-6:30 pm. $5 members/$10 non-members. Pre-registration required.
15 Partner Yoga on Sweetest Day, 10-11:15 am. $20/couple or $10/person if registered by
Oct. 1; $24/couple or $12/person if registered by Oct. 8.
27 Annual Benefit Banquet. 5 pm. Pine Hills Country Club, Sheboygan.
November
OWLS (Older Wiser Livelier Scholars), 10 am-Noon. Free, donations appreciated. Nov. 4
and 18 at Maywood. Nov. 11, special program at Sheboygan Marsh Wildlife Area and
Kohler Center for Marsh Education
Yoga at Maywood, Fall Session #2 Nov. 2, 9, 16, and 30. 5:15-6:15 pm. $48. Register by
Oct. 24. Note: Fall Session #1 Oct. 5, 12, 19, and 26. 5:15-6:15. $48. Register by Sept. 26.
Register for both sessions by Sept. 26 for $80 (save $16).
5 Raptor Education, 10-11:30 am. $7 members, $10 non-members, free for children
under 12. Learn about some of Wisconsin’s native birds of prey, up close and personal.
9 Nature at Noon, Noon-1 pm. Free, donations appreciated. Pre-registration required.
12 Wreath Making Workshop, 9-Noon. Cost per wreath $18 members/$22 non-members.
With Lake Shore Garden Club members. Pre-registration required.
14 iRest® Yoga Nidra Meditation, 5:15-6:15 pm. (Part of a series, other session are Sept. 12
and Oct. 10.) $12/class, $30/series. Drop-ins as space permits. Register by Aug. 30.
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that day. Another great corporate group volunteering at Maywood is
Muth Manufacturing. As part of its corporate wellness program, Muth
encourages its employees to volunteer in the community. We are grateful for the hours of service they have provided to Maywood over the
past two years. We will be looking for volunteers to do outdoor work
this fall. If you or your company is interested in volunteering at Maywood, contact me at barb.sorcic@sheboyganwi.gov or at 920-459-3906.

Remembering Earth Ride supporter Jeff Meyer

Maywood photo

This year, all of us at Maywood remember Jeff Meyer, a long-time Earth Ride and
Earth Miles 4 Maywood participant, who passed away earlier this year. Jeff began
participating in the 2004 Earth Ride in memory of his son Luke. He participated
continually through 2021 and raised over $70,000 to support Maywood through his
fundraising efforts. We are grateful for Jeff’s many years of participation, and our
thoughts continue to be with his family.
By Angela Doell
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The Kohler Co. accounting department recently cleared
invasive dame’s rocket from a large area south of the
Ecology Center.

Give kids a love of the outdoors with Y-Koda Nature School
Y-Koda Nature School (YKNS) at Maywood is pleased to be entering its fifth year. What once was
but an idea has transformed into a fully functioning school with both a morning and afternoon session,
established outdoor play area, and childcare option on-site. Similar to past years, students can expect
to be outside most of each day, learning and growing alongside Mother Nature.
Research indicates the importance of play in early childhood, and educators at YKNS have
prioritized facilitating such learning experiences to take place rain or shine. It has been a staff goal to
continue learning cutting-edge practices in nature-based education and implementing the new concepts
in the coming year. Early childhood education is paramount for building a good foundation for young
people, and bringing them into the great outdoors at Maywood surely solidifies a love and appreciation
for nature.
By Willa Leannah

Photo provided by Camp Y-Koda

Earth Miles 4 Maywood: virtual challenge and in-person events
This September, the Earth Miles 4 Maywood fundraiser returns for its
third year with a few new options. Proceeds from this event support the
programs and park improvement projects at Maywood.
In the month-long virtual challenge, participants choose a mileage
goal and use a variety of silent sports activities to reach that goal. It
offers flexibility to work around your schedule and the weather – plus
you can participate from anywhere in the world!
On September 17, we will offer two in-person activities at Maywood.
The Eco Scavenger Hunt is a self-paced hike/walk that will have you
following clues to find hidden words in all of our ecosystems. Participate
on your own or as a couple, family, or small group (maximum of 6).
The Eco Challenge Course will feature nature-themed challenges to
complete with a team of four people. The course will include physical
challenges, nature puzzles, and outdoor skills.
Registration for all events continues into September. Find registration
materials or an online registration link at gomaywood.org/events/earthmiles-4-maywood.
By Angela Doell
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Maywood Fall Calendar
For program info, visit GoMaywood.org, the front desk, or call 920-459-3906.
The Ecology Center will be closed Monday, Sept. 5 and Thursday, Nov. 24.
Park and trails will still be open 6 am to 10 pm daily.
September
OWLS (Older Wiser Livelier Scholars), 10 am-Noon. Free, donations appreciated. Sept. 2,
16, 23, and 30 at Maywood. Sept. 9, special program at Amsterdam Dunes.
3 Scoping the Skies, 8-10 pm. Free, drop-in.
6, 13, 20, and 27 Advanced Watercolor Series. Design a sketch from a photo, then
complete a watercolor painting. Students must know watercolor painting fundamentals.
$110/person, payable to the instructor.
7 Yoga Basics at Maywood, 5:15-6:15 pm. Cost: $10. Register by Aug. 31.
9 Harvest Moon Evening Hike, 6:30 pm. Suggested Donation: $5.
12 iRest® Yoga Nidra Meditation, 5:15-6:15 pm. (Part of a series, other session are Oct. 10
and Nov. 14.) $12/class, $30/series. Drop-ins as space permits. Register by Aug. 30.
14 Nature at Noon, Noon-1 pm. Free, donations appreciated. Pre-registration required.
14 Yoga for Tension, 5:15-6:15 pm. Cost: $12. Register by August 31.
19 Bur Oak Hike, 5 pm. $5 members/$10 non-members. Pre-registration required.
22 Fall Equinox Forest Bathing, 5-6 pm. $5 member/$10 non-member. Registration required.
24 Burr Oak Hike, 9 am. $5 members/$10 non-members. Pre-registration required
October
OWLS (Older Wiser Livelier Scholars), 10 am-Noon. Free, donations appreciated. Oct. 14
and 28 at Maywood. Oct. 21, special program at Fischer Creek State Recreation Area.
Yoga at Maywood, Fall Session #1 Oct. 5, 12, 19, and 26. 5:15-6:15 pm. Cost $48. Register
by Sept. 26. Note: Fall Session #2 Nov. 2, 9, 16, and 30. Cost $48. Register by Oct. 24.
Register for both sessions by Sept. 26 for $80 (save $16).
1 Scoping the Skies, 8-10 pm. Free, drop-in.
2 Bur Oak Hike, 8 am. $5 members/$10 non-members. Pre-registration required.
10 iRest® Yoga Nidra Meditation, 5:15-6:15 pm. (Part of a series, other session are Sept. 12
and Nov. 14.) $12/class, $30/series. Drop-ins as space permits. Register by Aug. 30.
12 Bur Oak Hike, 1:30 pm. $5 members/$10 non-members. Pre-registration required.
12 Nature at Noon, Noon-1 pm. Free, donations appreciated. Pre-registration required.
13 Forest Bathing, 5:30-6:30 pm. $5 members/$10 non-members. Pre-registration required.
15 Partner Yoga on Sweetest Day, 10-11:15 am. $20/couple or $10/person if registered by
Oct. 1; $24/couple or $12/person if registered by Oct. 8.
27 Annual Benefit Banquet. 5 pm. Pine Hills Country Club, Sheboygan.
November
OWLS (Older Wiser Livelier Scholars), 10 am-Noon. Free, donations appreciated. Nov. 4
and 18 at Maywood. Nov. 11, special program at Sheboygan Marsh Wildlife Area and
Kohler Center for Marsh Education
Yoga at Maywood, Fall Session #2 Nov. 2, 9, 16, and 30. 5:15-6:15 pm. $48. Register by
Oct. 24. Note: Fall Session #1 Oct. 5, 12, 19, and 26. 5:15-6:15. $48. Register by Sept. 26.
Register for both sessions by Sept. 26 for $80 (save $16).
5 Raptor Education, 10-11:30 am. $7 members, $10 non-members, free for children
under 12. Learn about some of Wisconsin’s native birds of prey, up close and personal.
9 Nature at Noon, Noon-1 pm. Free, donations appreciated. Pre-registration required.
12 Wreath Making Workshop, 9-Noon. Cost per wreath $18 members/$22 non-members.
With Lake Shore Garden Club members. Pre-registration required.
14 iRest® Yoga Nidra Meditation, 5:15-6:15 pm. (Part of a series, other session are Sept. 12
and Oct. 10.) $12/class, $30/series. Drop-ins as space permits. Register by Aug. 30.
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Maywood’s role in the global carbon cycle

3615 Mueller Road
Sheboygan, WI 53083-2610

Maywood is inextricably linked to the Earth’s carbon cycle
because the park consists primarily of natural ecosystems
composed of species that conduct the process of photosynthesis
(e.g., plants and algae). However, since the dawn of the Industrial
Revolution and most notably in the last half-century, the global
carbon cycle has been enhanced due to humans combusting fossil
fuels (e.g., coal, oil, gasoline, natural gas) and increasing the
atmospheric concentration of carbon dioxide or CO2 (Figure 1).
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In terms of human timescales, the CO2 emitted by the burning
of fossil fuels (along with cement manufacturing and other activities) remain “forever,”
due to the longevity and stability of CO2 within the atmosphere and oceans. There is no
photochemical destruction of CO2 in the atmosphere like there is for other greenhouse
gases such as methane, which requires continuous emissions to maintain atmospheric
concentrations. Unfortunately, this rapid, human-controlled spike in CO2 will have major
implications on the Earth System, resulting in a radiation imbalance from the Enhanced
Greenhouse Effect and it will noticeably alter the global climate for centuries to millennia.
Figure 1. The global monthly average CO2 in
the Earth’s atmosphere at sea level from 1980
through July 2022. The red line incorporates
seasonal data, and the underlying black line
shows the average concentration within that
year. (Data from NOAA: https://gml.noaa.gov/
ccgg/trends/global.html)

So how do the photosynthetic species at
Maywood and elsewhere relate to the global
carbon cycle? For CO2 to be pulled out of the
atmosphere, it can either dissolve in water (most likely an ocean) or it can be converted
through photosynthesis in plants and algae into wood and other organic matter.
The CO2 dissolving in the oceans soon comes into equilibrium with the atmosphere, so
the oceans cannot solve our excess CO2 challenge. Similarly, the conversion in plants is
not permanent as the carbon can, and in fact does, come back again as CO2 via respiration,
decomposition, or when the organic matter is burned. However, maintaining and increasing
greenspaces (i.e., photosynthetically active habitats) that are not cleared or burned can
accrue or sequester that organic carbon in the short term.
Maywood’s maple forest and the demonstration prairie which both accumulate aboveground (wood in the forest) and below-ground (the enormous root systems of prairie plants)
organic carbon are examples of habitats sequestering that carbon. While the long-term
solution to stemming human-induced climate change and global warming necessitates a
significant and drastic reduction in combusting fossil fuels, supporting and protecting all
greenspaces is also essential.
“Global warming isn’t a prediction. It is happening.” – James Hansen
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Our Mission

To foster environmental stewardship
through educational and outdoor experiences
that connect our community with the natural world.

Join us Oct. 27 for the Maywood Benefit Banquet
Save the date for Maywood’s benefit banquet Thursday, October 27 at
Pine Hills Country Club in Sheboygan. After a 2-year wait, we are pleased
to welcome our speaker, Wisconsin author John Bates. John is the author of
ten books and a contributor to seven others, all of which focus on the natural
history of Wisconsin’s Northwoods. His speech will be based on his book,
Our Living Ancestors: The History and Ecology of Old-growth Forests in
Wisconsin and Where to Find Them.
John has worked as a naturalist in Wisconsin’s Northwoods for 32 years,
leading an array of trips and giving talks designed to help people understand
the remarkable diversity and beauty of nature, and our place within it. He
has served on the Board of Trustees for the Wisconsin Nature Conservancy,
River Alliance of Wisconsin, and the Wisconsin Humanities Council, and he
currently serves on the Board of the Northwoods Land Trust. John has an MS
degree in Environmental Sciences from the University of Wisconsin-Green
Bay. John and his wife, fiber artist Mary Burns, live on the Manitowish River
in Iron County, Wisconsin, where they raised two daughters.
The event begins at 5 p.m. with a social hour with a cash bar and silent
auction. Dinner will be served at 6 p.m., and the program will follow at 7 p.m.
For more information, call Maywood at 920-459-3906.

Fall
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John Bates, author of Our Living Ancestors: The History and Ecology of Oldgrowth Forests in Wisconsin and Where
to Find Them, will speak at the Maywood
benefit banquet October 27.

Our native goldenrods
http://www.illinoiswildflowers.
(Solidago and Oligoneuron
info/flower_insects/plants/
species) begin blooming at
stf_goldenrod.htm presents
a bittersweet time for many
nearly 100 insect species that
gardeners and naturalists, just
feed on stiff-leaved goldenrod,
as summer reaches its peak and
including long- and shortthen soon slides into fall. It’s
tongued bees (such as honeybees
a glorious season on prairies,
and bumblebees), wasps, ants,
along roadsides, and in gardens
flies, butterflies, skippers, moths,
where they grow, spreading their
beetles, plant bugs, and sucking
gold across the landscape and
insects. This author has observed
providing both pollen and nectar
spiders, yellow jackets, and
for hungry pollinators.
assassin bugs waiting to make of
Although most goldenrods
meal of a pollinator or two, and
produce their offerings in
birds will snack on the seeds as
expansive, open clusters atop
fall turns to winter.
tall, arching stems bearing
Now it’s time to pull out
numerous, elongated, midmy soapbox: goldenrods DO
green leaves, there are a few
NOT cause hay fever. It’s their
that break the mold. Arguably
misfortune to bloom at the
the most notable exception is
same time as common and giant
Photo provided by Ray Rogers
stiff-leaved goldenrod (Solidago Stiff-leaved goldenrod draws pollinating insects (here,
ragweed (Ambrosia species),
rigida, sometimes listed as
which cast their clouds of dusty,
Monarch butterflies and bumblebees) like a neon sign
Oligoneuron rigidum), which
irritating pollen onto the wind
attracts hungry travelers.
presents denser flowerheads
at the same time goldenrods are
above erect to slightly arced
its sprinting cousins.
beckoning insects and others with
stems clad with stubbier, rounded leaves,
Stiff-leaved goldenrod keeps racking
their golden offerings of heavy, nonusually in distinctive blue-green shades. up its superlatives: not only is it one
windborne, non-allergenic pollen.
Further breaking that mold, instead of
of the few goldenrods that earned a
While you might spot a few patches
hegemonously colonizing its growing
five-star rating in trials conducted at
of stiff-leaved goldenrod along the
area by producing long and abundant
the Chicago Botanic Garden (making
Maywood prairie trail, you can readily
(read: aggressive) ground-level runners,
it a good garden subject), but it also
observe it in the Hummingbird Garden,
stiff-leaved goldenrod more or less stays attracts an impressive list of pollinators
where the species has seeded around
put in tidy clumps. It will reproduce by
and other creatures with its abundant
attractively.
seed, but usually less aggressively than
nectar and pollen. A list appearing at
By Ray Rogers

Visit GoMaywood.org for current Ecology Center Hours
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through photosynthesis in plants and algae into wood and other organic matter.
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not permanent as the carbon can, and in fact does, come back again as CO2 via respiration,
decomposition, or when the organic matter is burned. However, maintaining and increasing
greenspaces (i.e., photosynthetically active habitats) that are not cleared or burned can
accrue or sequester that organic carbon in the short term.
Maywood’s maple forest and the demonstration prairie which both accumulate aboveground (wood in the forest) and below-ground (the enormous root systems of prairie plants)
organic carbon are examples of habitats sequestering that carbon. While the long-term
solution to stemming human-induced climate change and global warming necessitates a
significant and drastic reduction in combusting fossil fuels, supporting and protecting all
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