
Winter 2021-22 Winter 2021-22 Winter 2020-21

The average person might envision 
a typical 4K classroom as colorful and 
playful, with busy little learners getting 
their first introduction to education. 
Add bug hunting, macro-invertebrate 
scooping, snow stomping, mud painting, 
puddle splashing and shelter building, 
and you’ve got a little bit of what goes on 
at Y-Koda Nature School (YKNS).

The educators at YKNS encourage 
independence and inquiry, so when 
our students opted to study wolves this 
September, that’s where we directed our 
focus. The kids started by brainstorming 
wolf facts they already knew, and then 
went on to ponder unknowns such as, 
“Why do wolves howl?” and “What 
do they use their tails for?” We spent 
the next week reading, researching, 
touching real wolf pelts, and more. We 
got creative by using rotting walnut hulls 
to decorate wolf masks—the deep brown 
and golden hues were ideal to mimic the 
color of a real wolf’s fur!

As we continued our studies, we 
conducted a simulation to further expand 
our knowledge of wolves. Scientists use 
a technique called ‘telemetry’ to track 
and observe wolf packs in the wild. 
Half of the class took on the role of the 
scientists while the others became a wolf 
pack. Scientists attached a radio collar 
to the alpha wolf and then the pack hit 
the trail and hid. The scientists used a 
special radio receiver to track the wolf 
pack exactly the way real scientists do in 

the field.
Of course we couldn’t conclude our 

wolf study without touching on the 
most famous wolf of them all…the 
Big Bad Wolf! We wanted to compare 
the differences between fiction and 
non-fiction—an important concept 
when it comes to learning in nature. 
We read many different versions of 
The Three Little Pigs and of course, 
we acted out our own version on the 
trails at Maywood.

YKNS is in its 4th year! Enrollment 
requests skyrocketed, allowing 
us to reach our goal of having an 
afternoon and morning session to 
serve more students and families in 
our community. This year we have 18 
students in our morning session and 
11 students in the afternoon. To make 
it easier for our families, we added 
nature-based before and after care 
options and a morning 3k program 
as well. This program is open to families 
that utilize the 4k program, as well as the 
community. We are currently enrolling 
for nature-based 3k for second semester.  
We offer a variety of options including 2 
and 4 day per week options.  

One of our ultimate program goals 
beyond traditional 4k development and 
academic goals is that students in our 
program become long-term stewards of 
our environment. Research shows that 
there is a very strong correlation between 
nature-based program experience and 

positive environmental attitudes, and 
civic action. 

Enrollment for the 2022-23 school 
year begins December 1.  Email 
Sarah Dezwarte with inquiries at 
sdezwarte@sheboygancountyymca.
org.To request enrollment, visit https://
www.sheboygan.k12.wi.us/enroll. 
To inquire about aftercare, beforecare 
or nature-based 3k opportunities, 
email Lydia Kuznicki at lkuznicki@
sheboygancountyymca.org. 

By Sarah Dezwarte & Willa Leannah

Do you love Maywood as much as we do? Do you enjoy 
hiking the many trails, birdwatching or just enjoying some 
quiet time in the park along the river or ponds? Maywood 
is creating a Habitat Adoption Program where you as an 
individual, family, service organization, or company can 
adopt one of our habitats and become a land steward of that 
habitat. What does that mean? As a steward, you would 
commit to land care activities a minimum of four times per 
year. Stewardship activities may include pulling invasive 

plants, trimming branches as directed by staff, removing 
invasive grape vines, mulching trails, or picking up trash.  
This is a great opportunity for you to give back to Maywood 
and to help maintain this special park. Mandatory training 
sessions will take place in the spring. If you, your family or 
group are interested in this program, please contact me, Barb 
Sorcic, the Maywood volunteer coordinator at barb.sorcic@
sheboyganwi.gov or 920-459-3906.  

By Barb Scoric

Perhaps you thought maple syrup processing is just done in spring. You 
would be right for most of the process, but there is much more to it than 
collecting and cooking sap. 

During other times of the year, wood needs to be cut and split so it can be 
dried before being used to cook sap down to syrup. Spiles (the spigot stuck 
into the tree) must be checked over as well as the bags and buckets that 
are hung on the trees for collection. Volunteers are needed for all of these 
jobs, especially the wood splitting. Ideally, we would have a stockpile of 
two years of split wood so it can dry and burn more efficiently. If you are 
interested in helping, please contact Volunteer Coordinator Barb Sorcic.

Maywood purchased a new evaporator and accessory supplies in spring 
2021. If you were near the sugar shack this past spring, you would have 
noticed much less smoke with the new equipment. In spring of 2022, a new 
steam cover will be installed to move the steam out of the shack through a 
roof vent. Volunteers are also needed to help cook the sap into syrup. 

Occasionally, we are contacted and asked if we want sap donations. 
Unfortunately, we are not able to accept these donations.

Last week my wife and I filled almost 10 dozen bottles with syrup that 
was collected and cooked this past spring. At just $10 a bottle, maple syrup 
is a great Christmas gift!

By Mike DeMaster

Seasonal changes abound! The temperature is dropping, 
the leaves have changed, and the realization of winter is 
slowly sinking in. Winter is 
one of my four favorite seasons 
(see what I did there?!) here 
at Maywood for a number of 
reasons. We begin to see some 
changes in flora and fauna… 
from deciduous and floral heavy 
landscapes to coniferous winter 
wonderlands. The open scene 
allows for a better chance to catch 
a glimpse of the foxes, owls, and 
other critters at play. The beauty 
of a snowfall allows us to find 
stillness and peace. 

Maywood offers many varieties 
of activities throughout the 
winter months. We have cross- 
country ski trails as well as new, 
adventurous, interpretive hiking 
and snowshoe trails throughout 
the property. OWLS and other 
programming will be offered 

to learn a great deal about the winter behavior of animals, 
winter tree identification, and more! Our Wishing for Winter 

event will be sure to get you in the 
holiday mood. In late January, when 
the gloom of winter starts to settle in, 
join us for Winter Feats & Summer 
Treats. Ease those winter blues as we 
partner with Miesfeld’s and 3 Sheeps 
Brewing Company for a “summer” 
bash to remember!

I will leave you with one of my 
favorite winter quotes and I hope 
you all find some peace and joy this 
winter season.

“We cannot stop the winter or the 
summer from coming. We cannot 
stop the spring or the fall or make 
them other than they are. They 
are gifts from the universe that we 
cannot refuse. But we can choose 
what we will contribute to life when 
each arrives.” – Gary Zukhav

By Samantha Lammers

For program info visit GoMaywood.org, the front desk, or call 920-459-3906.
The Ecology Center will be closed Friday, December 24 – Sunday, January 2.  

Park and trails will still be open 4 am to 10 pm daily. 

December
1, 8 & 15  Yoga for the Holidays, 5:15-6:15 pm  Barbara Holt will lead this yoga series,  
    which is open to all levels. $30 by 11/19 and $36 after. Register by Nov. 24. 
3 & 4  Wishing for Winter  4-7 pm  Embrace the season with holiday trees and  
    displays, gourmet s’mores and candlelit paths. Members free/non-members $5
8  iRest Yoga  5:45-6:45 pm  Cultivate resiliency and enhance self-care  
    through yoga. $12 per person. 
10, 17  OWLS Older, Wiser, Livlier Scholars, 10 am–noon Join Park Director  
    Samantha Lammers for themed hikes and hands-on activities. Donations Appreciated. 
    Some programs may be held offsite. Call to confirm location. To be added to the  
    OWLS email list, email maywood@sheboyganwi.gov.
18  Long Night Moon Hike, 10:30 pm–midnight. We will snowshoe along a candlelit  
    trail and learn about the Long Night Moon. $5 members/$10 non-members.

January
5, 12, 19 & 26  Yoga at Maywood – Winter Session 1, 5:15-6:15 pm  We will focus on    
    building strength, flexibility and balance. $40 by Dec. 17/$48 after. Register by Dec. 22.
7, 14, 21 & 28  OWLS Older, Wiser, Livlier Scholars, 10 am–noon Join Park Director  
    Samantha Lammers for themed hikes and hands-on activities. Donations Appreciated.  
    Some programs may be held offsite. Call to confirm location. To be added to the  
    OWLS email list, email maywood@sheboyganwi.gov.
    Jan. 14: We will be learning ways to easily identify differences in our native pine trees.
    Jan. 28:  We will be learning about and building fish cribs for our ponds.
9  Yoga & Intention Setting Workshop, 9-11:30 am  Explore self-awareness and  
    kindness with Samantha Lammers. $10 members/$20 non-members.
12  Nature at Noon (aka Lunch N Learn), Noon  Learn about snakes & turtles  
    with Samantha Lammers & Sarah Dezwarte. $5 donation. Register by Jan. 10.
12, 2/9 & 3/9  iRest Yoga®  6:30-7:30 pm  Cultivate resiliency and enhance self-care  
    through yoga. $30 by Jan. 5/$36 after. $12 per person drop-in, as space allows. 
29  Winter Feats & Summer Treats, 10 am- 3 pm  We are flipping the script on  
    “Christmas in July” with burgers, brats, beer and outdoor fun in January! Limited  
    tickets will be sold for this fundraiser and will be available through gomaywood.org  
    (credit cards) or at the Ecology Center reception desk (cash or check only). Food and  
    beverage sales the day of will be cash only. $10 Members/$15 Non-Members.

February
2, 9, 16 & 23  Yoga at Maywood – Winter Session 2, 5:15-6:15 pm  We will focus on  
    building strength, flexibility and balance. $40 by Jan. 26/$48 after. Register by Jan. 29.
4, 11, 18 & 25  OWLS Older, Wiser, Livlier Scholars, 10 am–noon Join Park Director  
    Samantha Lammers for themed hikes and hands-on activities. Donations Appreciated. 
    Some programs may be held offsite. Call to confirm location. To be added to the  
    OWLS email list, email maywood@sheboyganwi.gov.
    Feb. 25: Meet at Amsterdam Park in Cedar Grove and explore The Preserve, an area  
    acquired in 2014 and owned by Sheboygan County and Glacial Lakes Conservancy.  
    The Preserve includes 1,920 feet of Lake Michigan shoreline, wetlands, managed  
    forest, steep bluff lands and croplands.
9  Nature at Noon (aka Lunch N Learn), Noon  Join Park Director Samantha Lammers  
    and the Property Stewardship Committee to learn about the exciting things happening  
    in 2022, changes to the grounds, and future projects. $5 donation. Register by Jan. 10.

Save the Date for Flapjack Day: Sunday, March 20, 2022

Adopt a habitat and become a Maywood land steward

Many unseen hours needed to go from sap to syrup

Maywood photo

It took many people and many hours to reach 
final product: Maywood maple syrup bottled and 
ready to sell in the Ecology Store. 

It’s beginning to look a lot like...

Maywood photo

A winter campfire at Maywood.

Y-Koda Nature School encourages independence and inquiry

Y-Koda Nature School photo

Bug hunting, snow stomping, mud painting and 
shelter building are just some of the things kids 
do at Y-Koda Nature School.
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During my freshman year at George D. 
Warriner High School, I was invited to 
participate in Maywood’s Environmental 
Science Program. It was through this 
partnership, forged by Corey Butters 
(Warriner Principal at the time) and 
Science Teacher Jason Giordano along 
with former Maywood Director Dave 
Kuckuk, that my love of nature was dis-
covered, nurtured, and developed into a 
remarkable career path.

With just ten hours spent at Maywood 
each week, our science and math class-
es taught by Jason Giordano and Levi 
Goins were geared towards water quality 
testing, tree identification, and local 
forestry history as we learned how the 
Pigeon River was formed. Maywood 
became my “happy place” as I cheerfully 
returned most weekends. I enjoyed hikes 
with family and friends as we discussed 
environmental challenges along with the 
importance of preserving Wisconsin’s 
native species including plants, birds, 
mammals, and aquatic life.

My freshman, sophomore, and junior 
years spent at Maywood paved the way 
towards a tremendous senior year. With 
the support of my teachers, Mr. Giordano 
and Ms. Goins, along with encourage-
ment from Warriner Guidance Counselor 
Extraordinaire Jennie Maramonte, I 
simultaneously attended high school 
while completing my first year of 
college. By May of 2021, I had the nec-

essary 32 college credits 
required to be awarded my 
Technician’s Degree in 
Horticulture – and this is 
before I received my high 
school diploma.

In June, I became 
a proud graduate of 
Warriner High School, 
and in the fall, I started 
at LTC once again to 
finish my last two terms 
necessary to receive 
my associate degree in 
Horticulture Business 
Management.

My days spent at 
Maywood are still just 
as enjoyable as ever, but 
they have taken a signifi-
cantly different twist. As 
this year’s Maywood intern, I am still 
actively participating in invasive species 
removal, but I have now been afford-
ed the opportunity to educate others 
along the way. Our new Park Director 
Samantha Lammers has made sure I have 
been receiving an introduction to the 
complex world of Sheboygan County’s 
nonprofit organizations. Side by side, 
we have attended several community 
meetings with topics ranging from stew-
ardship to human resource concerns.

And much to my surprise, I have been 
enjoying my time spent with Maywood’s 

“Older Wiser Livelier Scholars,” 
which are affectionately known as our 
O.W.L.S. This active, intelligent, fun, 
and vivacious group studies our ecosys-
tem while hiking, and most recently we 
enjoyed local geocaching.

I will be forever grateful to the beloved 
crew of Maywood Environmental Park 
for this incredible opportunity, and I 
would like to extend a heartfelt thank 
you to Dave Kuckuk and Samantha 
Lammers for welcoming me as their 
intern within this remarkable environ-
mental community. 

Haley Stuckmann

It is remarkable to reflect on the fact that Maywood 
has only two full-time employees—our Trust 
Administrator and Park Director—and two part-
time employees—our Volunteer Coordinator and 
Custodian. Currently, those essential roles are filled 
by Angie Doell, Sam Lammers, Barb Sorcic, and 
Michael Dedlow, respectively. While these four folks 
know and care for this environmental park as well 
as anybody, managing and planning for Maywood’s 
future relies on a collaborative, and ideally, 
transparent approach from our many volunteers 
associated with our Executive and Advisory Boards. 

The Executive Board, its President, Vice-president, 
Treasurer, Secretary, and at-large members, in 
collaboration with the Park Director and Trust 
Administrator, set the agenda for the larger Advisory 
Board. Volunteer members of both boards also contribute their time and expertise 
to sub-committees such as Property Stewardship, Program and Promotions, 
Fundraising, Finance and Development, etc. Recently, both larger boards have 
worked to review the 2016 strategic plan document that was co-developed with 
Lakeshore Natural Resources Partnership to help identify priorities for Maywood’s 
future. Breakout groups worked independently to deliberate on specific elements 
of the strategic plan and clear common themes emerged from those deliberations 
and discussions. Advisory Board members identified three key areas to focus on: 
resource development, programming, and implementing/utilizing Maywood’s 
recently completed master site plan. Marketing and promoting Maywood, increasing 
board engagement, and rebranding Maywood were also identified as areas for the 
park to focus on. The group ascertained that several portions of the 2016 strategic 
plan document have successfully been addressed (e.g., creating a new master site 
plan, updating the web site), are underway (e.g., pond restorations, partnering with 
similar organizations), or are no longer a priority (e.g., the operational plan). While 
the creation of a new master site plan was a strategic goal that has been completed, 
the prioritization of park development and changes proposed within that completed 
plan will be the focus of future Advisory Board meetings. The master site plan 
alone offers several visions for park land use, future infrastructure, programming 
possibilities, and new initiatives. However, it is essential that any changes promoted 
by our two boards, the park’s employees, or our collaborators must be guided 
by Maywood’s mission to foster environmental stewardship through education 
and outdoor experiences. If contributing to meet that mission in a collaborative, 
transparent process sounds appealing, please consider joining the Maywood 
Advisory Board or reach out to current board members with your thoughts and ideas. 

Paul Pickhardt, President
Ellwood H. May 
Environmental Park 
Association of  
Sheboygan County, Inc.

You’ve heard of Christmas in July? Well, 
this year we are flipping the script. When 
the holidays are over and the winter blues 
begin to creep in, we are having a summer 
bash in partnership with Miesfeld’s and 3 
Sheeps Brewing! Don your favorite Hawaiian 
gear and join us 10 a.m.–3 p.m. Saturday, 
January 29 for Winter Feats & Summer Treats. 
We will be grilling brats and burgers, and 
adventuring around the Maywood property. 3 
Sheeps Brewing will be serving some of their 
finest beverages, and Maywood will provide 
a “mock-tail” (little umbrellas included, of 
course!) and frozen hot chocolate bar. 

Maywood will also be hosting several 
“winter feats of strength” throughout the event, 
as well as outdoor games and guided skiing, 
snowshoeing and hiking throughout the property led by 
Maywood staff and volunteers.

We’ll have a summer snowman building contest in the 
arboretum with prizes for the top three snowmen built during 
the event. Some supplies will be available, but feel free to 
bring any summer attire you would like for your snowman. 

At noon, Miesfeld’s will host their first ever brat eating 
contest! For more information about how to register for 
the brat eating competition, please email Jacob Phillips at 

Jacob@miesfelds.com. 
There will be so much good food, drink, fun, and 

fellowship; you may just forget it’s winter for one afternoon. 
Limited tickets will be sold for this fundraiser, so pre-

registration is encouraged. Tickets will be available through 
GoMaywood.org (credit cards) or at the Ecology Center 
reception desk (cash or check only). Food and beverage sales 
the day of the event will be cash only.

Tickets cost $10 for members and $15 for non-members.
Samantha Lammers
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One of Haley Stuckmann’s jobs as intern was  mulching  
the plantings at the park entrance.  

Love of nature developed through class at Maywood


